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CONSERVATORY FACT SHEET
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 $31.5 million project (includes construction and endowment) 
 Covers 20,000 square feet 
 The conservatory space will be separated into three sections- 

o A 10,000 square foot tropical “house” 
o A 5,300 square foot temperate “house”  
o A 2,000 square foot gallery designed for unique floral displays and special events.  

 The design inspiration comes from the heliconia flower and the Lauritzen Gardens logo 
 Construction is scheduled for completion in November of 2014 

 The conservatory will be located to the west of the existing visitor and education center  
 New visitor amenities, including an elevator and additional restrooms will be added 

NAME 
 

The conservatory will be named in memory of Marge Daugherty in recognition of a gift given by the Robert B. Daugherty Charitable 
Foundation.  Mrs. Daugherty was the wife of the late Robert B. Daugherty, founder of Valmont Industries.  

THE TEAM 
 

CG Studios, Inc., HDR, Inc., Heritage Services, Peter Kiewit & Sons and Rough Brothers Greenhouses 

WHAT IS A CONSERVATORY? 
 

A conservatory is a building with an exterior shell primarily coated in glass or other translucent material. It functions as a greenhouse to 
grow plants that would not survive in the local environment. Modern conservatories also serve as signature architectural pieces at highly-
regarded botanical gardens around the world. 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF A CONSERVATORY AT LAURITZEN GARDENS? 
 

A conservatory will expand Lauritzen Gardens capacity to serve its visitors, provide future growth opportunities, raise the garden’s  
profile and Omaha’s profile, both regionally and nationally, and serve the organization’s mission more completely by truly being a  
four-season destination. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO EXISTING GARDEN AREAS? 
 

The woodland trail will remain closed until construction has been completed. A small section of the arrival garden will also be enclosed 
within the construction fencing for the protection of garden visitors.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 CONTACT: Mia Jenkins, director of marketing 
 PHONE: 402-346-4002, ext. 205 
 EMAIL: m.jenkins@omahabotanicalgardens.org 
 WEBSITE: www.lauritzengardens.org 
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