
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAURITZEN GARDENS RECEIVES GRANT FROM  

NEBRASKA ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST 

 
(OMAHA): Lauritzen Gardens announced today that it will receive $800,000 from the 

Nebraska Environmental Trust for the “Conservation Center/ Demonstration Rain 

Garden” project. The Trust Board announced funding for the project at its meeting on 

April 4, 2013 in Lincoln. The project is one of the 134 projects receiving $24,247,260 in 

grant awards from the Nebraska Environmental Trust this year. 
 

The project will support the research and educational activities of the new conservation 

initiative of Lauritzen Gardens. Key components of the project are a Conservation Center 

with offices, lab space and imperiled plant greenhouse, a Conservation Garden that will 

display and interpret endangered plants of Nebraska and the Great Plains, and a Rain 

Garden that will demonstrate the design and management of bioretention and rain 

gardens. 

 

Lauritzen Gardens is a participating institution in the Center for Plant Conservation, a 

coalition of the nation’s leading botanical institutions working to prevent the extinction of 

America’s endangered plants. The Lauritzen Gardens conservation program is focused on 

the Great Plains, where more than 100 plants are in danger of becoming extinct in their 

native habitat, and involves direct conservation action including research, seed banking, 

and restoration projects coupled with education and outreach efforts aimed at increasing 

understanding and appreciation of native plants and plant conservation. 

 

The Conservation Center and associated gardens will be constructed at the north end of 

Lauritzen Gardens in association with the existing administrative complex.  The total cost 

of the project is $1.5 million. 

 

Executive Director Spencer Crews noted that the Conservation Center will be located 

adjacent to the very first area developed at Lauritzen Gardens, now called the Founder’s 

Garden.  “With the launch of our conservation initiative, Lauritzen Gardens is now fully 

engaged with all three of the traditional mission components of a botanical garden—

display, education and research; how appropriate that the Conservation Center will be 

located near the spot where the vision of the garden was first put into action.” 
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The Nebraska Legislature created the Nebraska Environmental Trust in 1992. Using 

revenue from the Nebraska Lottery, the Trust has provided over $195 million in grants to 

over 1,500 projects across the state. Anyone – citizens, organizations, communities, 

farmers and businesses – can apply for funding to protect habitat, improve water quality 

and establish recycling programs in Nebraska. The Nebraska Environmental Trust works 

to preserve, protect and restore our natural resources for future generations. 
 
Lauritzen Gardens is an urban oasis of beauty and tranquility. This 100-acre botanical garden, comprised 

of several outdoor garden areas, creates a living museum of unique four-season plant displays, maintained 

to the highest standards consistent with environmental stewardship. The visitor and education center 

includes the 5,000-square-foot floral display hall, a café, gift shop, horticultural library, classrooms and a 

community room.  

 

The garden is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and the café serves lunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., every day except 

Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day. Admission is $6 for adults ($7 for adults April through 

October), $3 for children ages six to 12 and free for members and children younger than six years old.  

 

Lauritzen Gardens is conveniently located in the beautiful riverfront hills at First and Bancroft Streets and 

is close to the Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium and the Old Market. For more information, please visit 

www.lauritzengardens.org or call (402) 346-4002.  
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